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Comenius Project
Water and watermills, their past and present

Report of the first meeting 2006-2007
Parabiago, 13th – 15th  October


On the 13th - 14th October 2006 the first meeting of the first year of the Comenius Project  

                                                "Water and watermills, their past and present”

was held and organised in Parabiago, Italy by the coordinator school "C. Cavalleri". Each school sent a delegation: two Bulgarian teachers, Mrs. Irina Ilieva and Mrs. Violeta Teneva from “138th Proff. Vassil Zlatarski school” in Sofia, tree Irish teachers Mr. Pat Fay, Mr. Michael O’ Neal and Mr. Brian        from “St. Paul’s College”  in Dublin, two Spanish teachers, Mr. Alejandro Casadesùs and Mr. Alfredo Zamora and the principal Mrs. Margalida Gomila Pons from the “I.E.S. Bendinat” Palma. The hosting school participated with several  teachers, the coordinator, Mrs. Colombo M. Giovanna, Enza La Mantia, Marfella Gilda, Maltagliati Giancarlo and the Headmaster, Mr. Bagnato As planned, the meeting lasted two days and, since all the partners schools got the official approval in August –September, we have had the opportunity to know each other for the first time



On the first day all the delegations arrived in the morning and some teachers were offered the possibility to join some classes and talk about their schools to Cavalleri students.


After lunch the first part of the meeting was officially opened by the Headmaster, Mr. Bagnato  who gave a warm welcome to all the delegations and later the coordinator, Mrs Colombo Maria Giovanna introduced the program of the meeting. 

We spent the afternoon introducing each school, country, school system and discussing about the aims and the objectives of the project. We all agreed on the objectives that will be

· to make not only students but also all the members of the schools and of the communities aware of the importance of water as a natural resource that has to be respected;

· to make students know the surrounding hydrological environment through direct observation of canals, rivers, etc. as well as the analysis of the water;

· to make them collect material, take notes, record and elaborate information concerning the use and misuse of water;

· to make them explore the area in which they live developing appreciation and curiosity and learning to respect it;

· to make them consider water mills as alternative sources of clean, renewable and unobtrusive  energy and environmentally friendly;

· to make them discover the “spirit of the watermills”, listening and collecting, stories, traditions and witnesses linked to them;

· to make students compare  the history, the traditions of the other countries involved in the project.

After that  we set the activities, duties and dates both for teachers and students. We stated that in the year 2006-2007 there will be two meetings

  2006-2007     1st meeting       Parabiago         13th – 14th October

  2006-2007     2nd meeting      Spain                11th May
In the year 2007-2008 there will be two meetings

  2007-2008     1st meeting        Ireland               14 September
  2007-2008     2nd meeting      Bulgaria              1  May       

 Between the 2nd and the 3rd meeting teachers and students will keep in contact by e-mail, 

A discussion followed on preparation of the questionnaires for the survey on “water” and the research on the local hydrological systems and the presence of watermills in each area.


The Spanish school presented a work prepared by some  biology teachers and we decided to use it as a sample work for the brochure. We chose the instruments and material to be used for the intended outcomes, and we defined the technical devises to use in the preparation of the cd, the video and the brochure on the watermills. 

Finally we discussed about how to involve the students, the role of the teachers and the means of communication. At the end of the first part of the work we went to the Town Hall where the delegations had the opportunity to meet officially some members of Parabiago administration.

The day after the meeting started at 930 and we planned the fist year activities as it follows:
First part of the year

· Each school will have to analyse sample of water and the procedure for the water analysis will be prepared by Bendinat  and sent to each school within end of november.
· The Irish school will receive the data from each school and will elaborate the results making graphics by the end of February
· The Italian school will prepare two questionnaires one addressed to students and one addressed to citizens  and will send to everybody within end of November and will elaborate the results making graphics by the end of February
· Each school will have contact with the local water associations to get information and material

· Teachers and students will be in c0ntact by e-mail
Second part of the year
· Each school will have to create a “water route” (from the source to the sea)

· Each school will have to visit to a watermill with worksheet

· Each school will have to collect pictures and witnesses about the watermill.
· Each school will have to choose a short story on watermills and Bulgaria will run a sort of competition. The story will have to be within the beginning of March, translated in English.

Later in the morning we visited “Meraviglia Watermill” in San Vittore Olona,  “Starquà Watermill” in Parabiago-Nerviano - a sort of museum -  and, finally  “Olivetani Monastery” in Nerviano where the Mayor guided the group in the visit of the monastery and Sala Borgognone.

In the afternoon, after a pleasant and friendly lunch together, we went to visit Vigevano. We closed the meeting in the evening.
