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Comenius Project
Water and watermills, their past and present

Report of the second meeting 2006-2007


Parabiago, 11th – 14th   May



The second meeting  was held at  Bendinat - Palma, in  Spain  from the 11th   to 14t h  May 2007.  each school sent  a delegation: 5 Bulgarian teachers from “138th Proff. Vassil Zlatarski ” in Sofia,  four students and the headmaster; three Irish teachers from  “St. Paul’s College” in Dublino and a representative of  Skerries Mills Association, two Italian teachers and the headmaster of “Cavalleri” di Parabiago. The hosting school participated with several  teachers, the coordinator and the Headmaster During the first part of the meeting each school has presented the dvds containing the students’ works on the local watermills and the information about the local hydrological system. Then the Bulgarian school presented  the stories on the mills they had analysed and collected. Finally the Italians have presented the results of the questionnaires. Not all the results of the water analysis have been concluded so as soon as the Irish school receive them, they will prepare graphics that will be presented during the meeting in October in Dublin. Each school will send Bulgaria some short stories created by students.

Then we defined the duties and the dates for the future  meetings. During the second year, 2007-2008, there will be two: the first will be hold in October 2007 and the second in Bulgaria, in  May. We have defined the activities and the means of communication both for teachers and students. Finally, after lunch we had the possibility to visit, with an expert, one of the unique Arabian mills that was accessible from the sea and was characterised by a particular water system of canals for irrigation. Later we also visited some of the most important mills of Majorca.


During the second year the local products will be completed and presented to the partners. In October agreements will be taken for the preparation of the final products and the duties will be defined. The hosting school will organise a guided visit to Skerries mills and a photographic exhibition (It could be inside the mill)  during which all the European watermills will be presented together with some material on the habits and tradition of each country. We will also take agreement and distribute the duties for the creation of a web page on the project. The dissemination activities will be planned and a feed back form common to all the schools will be prepared.

In the final part of the project the students will have to study the possibility to make a modern and technological use of watermills for the production of clean energies. The research will be made on the internet and the results achieved by each school will be compared and elaborated.

During the last meeting organisation of the final conference will be held present final products. The results of the feedback forms will be analysed and  the project  will be evaluated. 

1. Material produced during la the project
.Each school has prepared:

· A leaflet presenting the collected data on the hydrological system and the quality of the water as well as the considerations elaborated by the comparison with the situations and the data collected in the other countries and a brochure containing a detailed description of one or more watermills, illustrated with photographs;

· A cd containing a hypertext version of all the material collected and organised;

· a short story on watermills;  

· a video with the recording of witnesses of old people and their memories.

During the final part of the project the schools will put up a dissemination conference to present the final cd and video on the project with an exhibition of pictures and stands showing the results of the surveys. The conference will be open to the local communities and the other schools and will aim at sensibilising everybody on the importance of respecting the water resources we have. Leaflets with the information will be distributed to the participants.  The material will also be  elaborated in cds and copies will be given to schools..

At the end of the second year the students will organise a guided tour, open to parents and citizenship, to the historical mills, presenting the old stories and the witnesses collected as well as the ones created by the students. In Parabiago, for example, the produced material has been illustrated to the local people during the” Bike Week”  during which a watermill bike tour  has been organised as a part of a project “::Once upon a time there was a watermill….” An exhibition has been prepared with material illustrating the Comenius project. Local newspaper have always  been involved. 

2. Collaboration among the partners
The duties have always been balanced and carried out respecting the scheduled times.. Only in two cases we have had to postpone the analysis of water that will be presented during  the meeting in Dublin since in the last period of the school year both teachers and students have been  involved in exams and final evaluation. Obviously all the products and the webpage are and will be in English as well as in the local language.
The  correspondence was carried out by e-mail and there have been no problems at all. We had two successful meetings and not all the partners have had the possibility to make the students take part in them because of lack of financial support (that covered only the teachers’ costs).  Anyway the were involved using the new multimedia technologies. 
3. Evaluation of the activities and the results 
As far as the evaluation of the results, the students’ involvement and their performances concerns, the teachers have kept a record  and have evaluated their improvement in the linguistic communicative skills as well as their abilities in using the water kit for the analysis of the waters, the abilities in the collection of data for the questionnaire and on the management of the video camera, the preparation of the dvd (organisation of the materials, layout, clearness, correctness). 

After analysing and valuated everything we can say that the project so far has been successful, particularly for the friendly relationship among the schools
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